

CHAPTER X

HOW WILL JAPAN AND  ENGLAND FIGHT ?   (B)

(i)

WE have discussed the diplomatic aspects of a war between
Japan and England and the parts other nations might play
in it. Let us now turn to the strategical side.
Pre-war preparations.
Of the many things which the British strategists would
have to consider before the outbreak of war, we will refer
to the following :
(i) Defence of bases in the Pacific and Indian Oceans :
their garrisons and the Air Force units to be stationed
at them.
(ii) Defence of the Suez Canal.
(Hi) Provision of temporary submarine and air bases in
the N.E.I, and British Borneo.
(iv) Ditto on the coasts of China.
(v) Early concentration of a superior Fleet at Singapore.
(vi) Instructions to C.-in-C, China.
The first would include assembling at Hongkong the
detachments of the Army already in China, transporting to
Singapore troops from India, strengthening the fortifications,
and increasing the Air Force as much as possible at both
these places.
As to the second, it would be of the first importance to
ensure that the Suez Canal was free for the passage of the
British Fleet. Were it blocked, even temporarily, so that the
route round the Cape had to be used, at least seventeen days
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